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.  

U.S.F.R.A. MEETINGS:
WE ARE RETURNING TO 

THE 1ST Wed. of each 
month @ 7:00 pm!

Location Lorena’s 2477 s. 
800 w. Woods Cross, UT

Since we will be on the Salt 
the first wed. of Sept. that 

meeting will be 

August 31st 

Then October 5th

November 2nd

  December meeting will be 
our annual Awards 

Banquet and Christmas 
Party

 Saturday December  3rd in 
Wendover at the Rainbow 

convention room. Our 
guest speaker will be 

John Mackichan of the 
Speedway Streamliner

carburetor rebuild, water pump replacement, flat tire(s), fan belts, etc.  In one of the trucks, the transmission 
would pop out of gear as soon as you put your foot on the accelerator.  We would have to drag with our hand or 
foot holding the shift lever in place so the truck would continue to move forward. The truck with the better 
transmission had no muffler, so you were fighting the noise and the possibility of asphyxiation when using it. I 
used to stand outside the cab on the running board and reach through the window opening to steer because the 
carbon monoxide in the cab was so strong.  Because of the course prep fund we can now use a rental truck, and 
they have a/c and a radio.  If I can just figure out how the get the cruise control to work at 5 mph, I will have it 
made!
If you take a few minutes to contemplate all of this, you will see that up until 2015, if a race event was cancelled, it 
was because of rain and too much water.  Last year was the first time ever, which I am aware of, that ALL racing 
was cancelled because there was not enough salt thickness to create a raceable surface.  That has really 
awakened me to the reality of what we are facing here.  Thanks to the efforts of many good people, the rest of the 
world is just now starting to see what we have been talking about for many many years.  Where will this all go 
from here?  Can the efforts of Save The Salt, The Utah Alliance, SEMA, SCTA, USFRA, Land Speed Shootout, 
BMST and all the others involved, really save the beloved Bonneville Salt Flats? I sure hope so. I hope many 
generations after we are gone, they will still be holding land speed race events, model rocket launches, shooting 
long distance arrows, making movies and commercials, taking 
photos and overall enjoying this sacred, otherworld creation of 
Mother Nature.

World of Speed  September 
10th - 13th, 2016

SCHEDULE  
*We will start setting up on Wednesday 
the 7th. 
***Pits will open Thursday afternoon 
and we will start inspecting and 
registering, especially those with 
vehicles who will be inspecting on 
Friday and other workers who plan to 
race.  
***Friday 8 am to 6 pm will be the main 
inspection and registration. We will 
continue to inspect and register until 
about 11 am on Tuesday.
***Saturday at 8 am we will have our 
opening ceremony and Drivers 
Meetings. The 130 and 150 Club drivers 
meeting will separate to the course they 
run on.  After the drivers meeting the 
competition class drivers can drive the 
course in their street vehicles and every 
one can get in line to race.
***Saturday thru Tuesday racing will 
start at 8 am and the staging gate will 
close at about 5:30 pm. 
***Record runs will be done at 8 am 
starting each day after Saturday. The 
last day we will do them as necessary.
***Tuesday is sometimes a shorter day.  
ERC gas generally starts packing up 
about noon.  If you are making record 
runs be sure and get the gas you need 
for the afternoon.

In our last newsletter we indicated 
that the Utah State Legislature had 
passed a resolution supporting 
fixing the Bonneville Salt Flats.  Our 
Governor signed the bill.  It and 
several other letters of support from 
record holding racers and what is 
needed to maintain the salt flats 
have been forwarded to the Utah 
Congressional representatives by 
our SEMA representative. They are 
working on developing sponsors to 
get it through congress.  Until the bill 
has a number we are unable to give 
you more information.

Save the Salt organization helped 
get approval to truck salt in and 
spread it at the end of the access 
road.  This should help maintain 
accessibility to the pits and courses.

ERC Racing Fuel will be on the Salt 
with us.  You can check their web 
site at:  www.ercracingfuels.com 
for information on their specs.  If you 
are running a competition gas class 
and wish to try for a record you must 

use this gas and have  your tank 
sealed. 

New competition class vehicles must 
have an SCTA Log book.  You can 
purchase one at registration, on the 
Salt, prior to inspection, for $10.00.  We 
have them in stock. Be sure to bring 
your build diary so you have the 
information and pictures you need to 
insert them into the Log book.  

Sam Wheeler, passed away 
on July 26th. He was doing a 

test run for his brand new, 
rebuilt #999 EZ-Hook 

Streamlined Motorcycle.  
We will miss him. He was 

aspiring to go over 350 MPH.  
He has been there, but the 
Salt Gods weren’t with him.  

RIP
Thanks to Rocky Robinson 

for the photo.



Making a race course on the Bonneville Salt Flats  
By Monte Widdison

This is going to be a short primer on how the location of the tracks at Bonneville are chosen and 
prepared.  Keep in mind that this is coming from my experience and efforts.  Others have differing points of 
view and ways of doing things, so this is in no way the definitive methods outline.

A few years into working as the Starter for USFRA, one of the racers pushed up to the start line, already 
sitting in his car and ready to make a run. I knelt down and leaned into the car and proceeded to make small talk. 
This was a competition coup, so the engine was set back and the driver was positioned where the rear seat 
would normally be.  Well, you all know how that works… so anyway, the driver reached forward and grabbed 
the front of my shirt and pulled me toward him until my face was touching his helmet.  He then said that what he 
really wanted from me was information about track conditions. Up to that point in time I had occasionally helped 
with track prep, but it was not high on my list of priorities.  That experience changed my way of looking at the job 
of starter and shifted my pre-race focus to track preparation.  I realized the only way I could effectively give out 
reliable track information about track conditions was to be involved in the preparation process.  

Larry Volk is “The Salt Guru” as far as I am concerned.  He is the one that taught me that “pure white salt” 
is not what to look for when scouting a location.  What you really want to find is salt that looks bluish-grey in 
color and has an almost translucent appearance.  Larry carries with him a small pick hammer where he uses 
the pick side to hit into the salt to test the hardness.  When the salt conditions are good, the hammer will not 
even make a dent in the surface.  Another thing to look for is the pressure ridges.  The ridges are an indication 
that the salt is drying and the crystals are growing. The best salt has both of those indicators in the same place 
at the same time.  Then as you drag over it, the drag is doing nothing more than pulling down and smoothing the 
pressure ridges and, given time, the salt from the ridges blends right into the surface and you have a smooth 
hard race track.

I have spent countless hours behind the wheel of a truck pulling one of the drags. There is usually 
someone there to help with the cones and the dragging.   My experience has shown me that the ideal speed for 
dragging is between 5-8 mph.  With a track that is 80 feet wide and approximately 8 miles long, it is pretty easy 
to visualize the time it takes to prep the courses, pits, access and return roads, etc.  Laying out a straight track 
prior to the surveyors coming out was quite a challenge the first time I tried it.  Standing at the proposed starting 
line and picking a point on the horizon was simple, however laying the first two cones turned out to be the 
difficult part.  Once you have two cones, then setting the remaining cones is pretty simple:  position yourself so 
that the two cones appear as one and put the next one down right where you stand.  But, that only works if your 
first two are headed in the right direction.  After some trial and error, I finally figured out that if I put the second 
cone down first, and then back up to align the first cone with the second and my point on the horizon, then voilà.   
I am now on my way to making a straight line.  I have to place the cones about every 1/8th mile, as every 1/4th is 
too far a distance to see and align with the previous cones.   

Typically when we go out at the end of August or beginning of September to do our track prep, the survey 
markers from Speed Week are still in place and we can just go over the same courses used at Speed Week, but 
not always. When we cannot use the BNI courses, what we have to do is hook up the drag and make a pull 
along the intended path of the new course and see if there is a track there. If there is, then we can lay out the 
cones and start the real dragging process; if not, then we keep pulling the drag around until we can find a track.   
I have the drags attached to the truck with a substantial chain that hooks to each side of the drag and adjust it so 
that the drag is set at about a 15-20 degree angle towards the driver's side.  That way I can see the windrow of 
salt coming off the drag and it gives me a good visual indication of what is going on back there.  I also start my 
dragging in the center of the course and work my way toward the outside edge with each pass. This keeps the 
windrow always moving to the outer edge of the track and does not leave any mounds of salt on the course.  As I 
am dragging, if I encounter a soft area of salt, the engine will drop in rpm and I can tell the truck is working harder 
to make the pull.  I keep a note pad with me and write down the location and size of the soft areas along with any 
other information that I deem important.  By the time I am finished with the dragging, I have been over virtually 
every square foot of the track and have a pretty good feel for the conditions.  

Making the turnouts is something I still am trying to perfect.  Pulling at such a slow speed, it is difficult to 
gauge the degree of “turn” to put into the turnouts.  I think I am making this big sweeping path from the track to 
the return road, but I sometimes hear from the drivers that the path has too sharp of a turn and they cannot 
follow it.  I vow to keep working on that until I get them right.

Back in the day, we had two old surplus trucks that we got from the Utah Department of Transportation.  
They were twice worn out when we got them, and it was a major job each year to get and keep them running 
long enough to get the work done.  It seemed like every year we were replacing the batteries, wiper blades, 
starter motors and alternators. Then there was always the occasional        (continued on back page)  

2016 Calendar Poster
17 x 23 with event dates 
highlighted  Item: CAL

$3.00 each + S & H

100 years bumper sticker
$3.00 ea + S & H

USFRA Logo 
Sticker outside 

application
one 3.25 x 3.25 &
 two 1 5/8 x 1 5/8

$2.50 each + S & H

Got Speed Get Timed 
Bumper Sticker
$3.00 ea + S & H

U.S.F.R.A. LOGO WEAR
Full color logo on back 

and single color small on 
front

T-SHIRTS W/POCKETS
LT. GREY or GOLD: 

sm, med, lg, xl, 2xl, 3xl
$15.00 EA + S & H

HOODIES
NOT ALL COLORS IN EACH 

SIZE
SM, MED, LG, XL, 2XL, 3XL 

PULL OVER OR ZIP
$25.00 + S & H

Yellow wind breaker style 
with hood and snaps on 

front, USFRA logo 
embroidered on back, name 

on front sizes:  Sm - 3XL  
 $65.00+ S & H

some sizes on hand - some special 
order

CAPS
Embroidered USFRA logo on 
front World of Speed around 

opening in back. 
lots of colors

$20.00

BONNEVILLE
ROADSTER
Black T-shirt 
with pocket 
design on 

back
Small thru  

2xl 
 $20.00 +

S & H

Bright yellow 
speed sticker 6” 
across  $1.50

Utah Salt Flats Racing Assoc.
c/o Ellen Wilkinson
P.O. Box 27365
Salt Lake City, UT   84127-0365
email:  ellen@saltflats.com
phone:  801-485-2662

Name:  _________________________

Street: __________________________

City______________________ST:____

ZIP:__________________

Date: _________________

  Qty        Description (include color & size)                  Price           Amt.

membership e-mail: __________________

2016 Rule Book (out in March)

$50.00

$10.00

International Shipping/Handling call or email for additional cost

Card #_____________________________security code_____

signature:                                                                    exp. date:

AmX, Visa, MC & Discover Card:
Subtotal

S & H $7.00

Total

World of Speed DVD’s
by Bonneville Bill

2012 World of Speed      $10.00
2014 World of Speed      $10.00

Salt Fever -Studebaker build  $10.00
BOYS OF BONNEVILLE DVD

$20.00 + S & H

These are gear shift knobs! They 
are about 3 1/4” long and are out of 
304 Stainless.  
There are 2 ways you can order.
1.  Professionally polished, drilled 
and tapped and ready to install as a 
shift knob Roadster or VW   

  $150.00 ea
2.  Unpolished, not drilled or tapped 
and finished with a sandblast finish.    
VW’s only       $90.00 ea
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